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The Humane Movement: Prepared on the Henry Bergh Founda- 
tion for the Promotion of Humane Education in Columbia 
University. By Roswell C. McCrea, Professor of Econo- 
mics, New York School of Philanthropy. (New York: Co- 
lumbia University Press, 1910. Pp. vii, 444. $2.) 

Professor McCrea's volume on The Humane Movement is com- 
posed of two distinct parts. The first is descriptive (146 pages), 
in which the author sums up in graphic and concise fashion the 
extensive movement against cruelty to animals and children 
that began less than a century ago amid the hoots of Parlia- 
ment, but which to-day is recognized as a potent and powerful 
protest against the barbarisms of our forefathers. The very cir- 
cumstances surrounding the writing of this work, the bequest of 
Henry Bergh and the Foundation for the Promotion of Humane 
Education in Columbia University, mark the advance and climax 
of the movement. The second part of the volume is composed of 
numerous appendices, including summaries of state laws for the 
protection of animals and children. The author is to be congrat- 
ulated on the able and convenient way in which he has analyzed 
and presented these laws. 

In successive chapters Dr. McCrea considers the various phases 
of the movement. His account of the history and growth of the 
movement against cruelty reveals the deep moral convictions of 
the leaders and their untiring efforts, but the present organiza- 
tions, with the exception of those in a few of the larger cities, seem 
to be tenuous and unstable. Legislation for the protection of ani- 
mals has been so extensive that to-day no state or territory is 
without some kind of law, and in several states the laws are ade- 
quate and complete. The work of active societies engaged in 
humane work among animals may be grouped under three heads: 
" (1) The prevention of cruel acts by warning or prosecuting offend- 
ers; (2) the developing of better conditions surrounding animal 
life, particularly in cities; (3) the educating of the public to 
higher standards in the care and treatment of animals." The 
various societies, the author points out, seem to be doing good work 
along these lines, but they are so grossly derelict in their methods 
of keeping and publishing records that it was quite impossible to 
arrive at any quantitative statement of the work done. In the 
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chapter on the Work of Allied Organizations, the author deals 
with societies working in special fields, for example, the Audubon 
movement, that of the Anti-Vivisectionists and others. 

The prevention of cruelty to children is an important phase of 
the humane movement. Professor McCrea gives but the briefest 
summary of this work, leaving this extensive field to others who 
are already pushing forward exhaustive researches. One has but 
to glance through the extensive bibliography which is appended 
to realize the magnitude of the task of gathering together the 
facts which, for the first time, have been brought together. With 
admirable judgment Professor McCrea has condensed this material 
and has put the gist of it into small compass and readable form. 

Too often a student of the social sciences is apt to forget that 
there are humanitarian interests other than those of man to man. 
The social reformer is apt to limit his endeavors to humans only. 
No one, however, can read the story of the humane movement for 
the protection of helpless creatures without realizing its intimate 
relation to the wider program of social betterment. It is not pos- 
sible for the spirit and sentiment of fair play, which is growing in 
men's minds, and which stands for equal opportunities and the 
righting of abuses, to distinguish between the treatment and assist- 
ance accorded to man and beast. 

E. E. Pratt. 

New York City. 



The World's Peoples. A popular account of their bodily and mental 
characters, beliefs, traditions, political and social institu- 
tions. By A. H. Keane. (London: Hutchinson and Com- 
pany, 1908. Pp. xii, 434. 6 s.) 

Although there are already too many merely popular compila- 
tions in ethnography the present manual meets a real need as an 
authoritative and brief description of the ethnic groups of the 
world. It covers within a brief space the field occupied by more 
ambitious works like Ratzel's Volkerkunde and by The Living 
Races of Mankind. Written primarily for the general reader 
rather than for the professional ethnographer, its point of view is 
none the less that of the latest scientific research. Dr. Keane pur- 



